
Peace to you all who are in Christ 
Jesus our Lord! We give thanks to 
God that some of you are serving 
the Lord very faithfully in JCC. 
Some serve in leadership, some do 
not. Some serve up front, others 
support at the background. 
However all of you are important 
serving as different parts of the 
body. This month we have an 
important leadership training 
seminar on October 19th towards 
building our community here. 

There are two important Greek 
words used for servants in the New 
Testament: doulos 80UAOC; and 
diakonos Ota.KOVOC; . The word 
doulos is a relational word, which 
means servant or slave. A slave 
belongs to someone else and has 
no right of his own. Paul often 
wrote of himself as a doulos of 
Christ e.g. Philippians 1 :1. His 
relationship with Christ is one of 
total commitment. 

Diakonos on the other hand is a 
functional one. 'It describes what 
one does for others. It can be 
translated as servant or minister or 
deacon. 

Jesus himself is a servant king ­
two words in apposition, which 
seems contradicting but it is true. 
He is both the King of Kings (Rev 
19: 16) and the True Servant of 
Yahweh (Isaiah 42:1). In His own 
words, "For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life as a 
ransom for many" (Mark 10:45) . 
The "Son of Man" is a messianic 
phrase. 

The story of Polish Pastor 
Maxmilian Kolbe is a good example 
of servant leadership. During the 
Second ".' 
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Kolbe was I: :t} > • >__~.,~ 
arrested by 
the Nazis (ct. Steven Spielberg's 
Schindler's 
List). He 
was sent to 
the dreaded 
Auschwitz 



concentration camp where he was 
dressed in prisoner's garb and 
branded with the number 16670. 
When opportunities present 
themselves he spoke to other 
prisoners about the love of God 
and shared his meager ration of 
soup and bread with them. When 
asked about his sacrificial ways, he 
answered "Every man has an aim 
in life. For most men it is to return 
home to their wives, children and 
family. For my part, I want to give 
my life for the good of all men." 

Then one day in July 1941 , a 
prisoner supposedly broke out from 
the Auschwitz prison, and the camp 
authorities decided that at least ten 
prisoners must die as a reprisal. 
They are to be starved to death in a 
windowless underground bunker. 

The prisoners were rounded up 
and made to parade under the hot 
noonday sun, and ten prisoners 
were randomly selected. One of the 
selected prisoner Franciszeck 
Gajowniczek cried out in 
desperation, "My wife, my children , 
I shall never see them again. " To 
everyone's astonishment, a man 
suddenly stepped out and offered 
to take Gajowniczek's place. It was 
Pastor Kolbe. The camp 
commandant agreed, and so 
prisoner no 16670 took the place of 
prisoner no 5659 in the death 
bunker. The presence of Pastor 

Kolbe brought inspiration to the 
other nine prisoners who were 
dying with him. They sang hymns 
and have prayers in the death cells. 
Their guards were astounded. Like 
his master Jesus Christ, Kolbe laid 
down his life in service of others. 
Amen. 

P astor Martin Vee 
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al/ the peoples under the whole 
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Isaiah 47:13 - "You are wearied 

with your many counsels; Let now 

the astrologers, those who 
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"If I have 1000arv


No this is not a movie 
review, it's just a cachy title about 

looked at the 
sun when it 

Mary of Bethany, the sister of
shone, or the Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the 

moon going in splendor, and my 
 dead. 
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my hand threw a kiss from my 
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petting and feeding the animals 

Three busloads filled with adults 
and children (over 100 persons) 
left JCC at about 2.30pm on a 
visit to various farms at Lim Chu 
Kang. 

Organised by the LEGO 
Fellowship and assisted by Bra 
Thomas Tan , the event was 
highly successful and an eye­
opener for many HOB dwellers 
amongst us. 

The first farm was a quail farm. 
This farm specializes in quails 
and quail eggs but they also 
have pigeons, partridges and 
other game hens. Here we got 
to see the birds in their cages 

and also 
sampled 

the deep­
fried young 
quail , the 
herbal quail 
soup and 
the quail 
eggs. 

Next, we 
visited the goat farm. The 
children were very excited 

in their enclosures. After a talk 
on the nutritional benefits of 

goat's milk, 
we were 
given a 
sample of it. 

Our next 
stop was the 

frog farm. Here , we went round 
the various 
tanks where 
the frogs are 
reared . We 
were allowed 
to touched the 
amphibian and 
most felt 
queasy. 
There was no food tasting here. 

The final stop was at the 
vegetable farm. Not your 
ordinary grown in the ground 
variety, these vegetables are 
grown in air. Cool air to be 
precise. All 
the 
vegetables 
offered for 
sampling 
was gobbled 
up - surprise, surprise! 

Needless to say, every farmer 
claimed that his product is 
efficacious for good health . 
Many of us bought their products 
to bring home for cooking. Well 
done LEGO, now your next plan 
has got to be better than this. 



A
fter weeks of training by 
Mrs Khoo, the Sunday 
School children were 
finally ready to perform a 

tambourine dance on Sunday, 4th 

October 1998. 

Good Show, girls! 

September 5,1998 The English Choir 
took a well-deserved break at the Shell 
Recreation Club at Pulau Bukom. 
Bowling, Tennis, Badminton. Swimming, 
Dinner and Evening singing by the 
waterfront was the order of the day. 

Organised by Bro Wi IJy, it was a fun day 
and we even celebrated the birthday of 
choir member, Penny Ho. 



Our Inaugural Meeting 

The BCGers met for the 
first time at Ronnie Lim's 
residence on 11.7.98. We 
had Ronnie & Nancy, 
Thomas & Jenny, William 
and Sherine, Vivien and 
Chee Min, Young K wang 
& Iris and also Humphrey. 
Pastor Yee was also there 
to guide and start us off. 

r.Ij~~ 

We took care of our stomachs first by 
tucking into a swnptuous pot-luck 
dinner. The children were then shooed 
off to a well-insulated and equipped 
room so that we can carry on with 
peace and quiet. One of the first things 
we decided was to appoint members to 
the following roles: 

Group Representative I Ronnie 
Asst Group Thomas 
Representative 

~ 

Secretary Iris 
Treasurer I William 
Prayer Coordinator Nancy 
Recreational Coordinator Young 

Kwang 

WbyB-C-G? 

( 

As Ronnie explained, this idea came 
from the fact that quite a few Bethel 
Series students did not belong to a care 
group and it seems a shame that the 
bonding engendered during the one 
year study period should just dissipate 
after they graduate. So he thought it 
would be a good idea to start off a care 
group. Of course the group is not only 
confined to Bethel Series students. It 
will also include other members who 
live in the vicinity. 

Our Mission & Objectives 
The group agreed with Ronnie that it is 
not the main objective of this care 
group to be a bible study group. 
Instead we want to emphasise a more 
personal relationship within the group. 
Often in church we may not even know 
where we work, what we do. At the 
care group, we want to treat each other 
as family, supporting each other in 
prayer, in physical and even financial 
needs. Our motto is "Blessed to Be A 
Blessing", a blessing to each ofthe 
BCG member and in turn a blessing to 
the church. 



Our Activities 

There is no limit to what we want to do 
1'.s a group. We will generally be 
committed to participate in church 
outings, mission trips and other 
activities. We may even contribute a 
group item in the church concert. 

Format of Meetings 
The group will meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturday of each month with the 
following general agenda from 6.00 to 
7.15 pm: 

a) Hymn of Praise - "I Love You, 
Lord" is adopted as our group's hymn 
b) Prayer ofThanksgiving - free for 
any member to contribute 
c) Reading of Scripture 
d) Review oflast week's sermon 
e) T<xiay's Topic - Could be based on 
some materials or on certain topics 
members want to discuss. Speakers 
could also be invited to give insights. 
f) Prayer time - members to submit 
items to Nancy. Also to pray for items 
on church's prayer list 
g) Closing Hymn 

The meeting will start 
promptly. After the tneeting, 
proceed with dinner. 

Our 2
nd 

Meeting 
• 

Time flew by quickl1 and before ~e 
knew it, we were meeting again for the 
2nd time at Ronnie's place on 25.7.98. 

We proceeded according to the agreed 
format. The topical discussion was 
entitled "Work Relationships" with 
focus on Luke 12 - the washing of the 
disciples' feet. We had a fruitful time 
discussing and understanding the rich 
teachings of this chapter. An important 
lesson is seen in Jesus humbling 
himself to wash his disciples' feet. The 
meeting agreed that this showed 
clearly that any person of authority 
should show love and compassion for 
his subordinates, irrespective ofhow 
high an authority he is. All levels of 
your subordinates are important. Jesus, 
the Most High authority demonstrated 
this unequivocaHy. 

3n1 Meeting 
This wasn't a meeting. We took 
advantage of the National Day long 
weekend and made a short trip to 
Kukup, Malaysia. Almost all our 
members and families made it and we 
also invited other JCC members like 
Jim, Kim Keong, Roy, Soon Eong and 
their families. We packed into 5 cars, 

30 adults and kids in all.. We 
a wonderful time at Kukup Golf 

with durian and seafood feasts 
in. The kids had a roaring time 

swimming pool and theme paIk 
the men had their fling on the 

, green. The group got to know each 
o 	 er much better with all the personal 

ractions that came about naturally. 
e Lord really blessed us with good 

weather and a smooth journey. 









eaglet would struggle by flapping its 
wings. 

"Mama can fly. I want to fly like her 
too!", the eaglet says to itself. 
What beautiful picture! Mama is 
teaching her young to fly. At about 
the fourteenth to fifteenth try, the 
eaglet begins to fly. 

Christians are like baby eagles, 
comfortable in the nest. They come to 
church once a week for food. They 
would wait for pastor to drop 
"spiritual" food into their mouths. 
When service is over, they would go 
home, "sleep" for a few days and the 
cycle continues, until one day, 
something happens and they 
struggle. The nest gets shaken and 
they don't know what to do. 

"It's the devillit's the devill" they 
exclaim. No, it's not! It's just our 
loving Father who allows our nest to 
be shaken because He wants us to 
grow into maturity, so that we can fly . 
It's no point being an eagle that 
cannot fly. 

The Word of God says in Exodus 
19:4 that God bare the children of 
Israel on eagles' wings. Here we see 
the eagle symbolise God. The way 
mama eagle treats her young shows 
us how God treats His children. 
Just when it seems like we're going 
under ... SWISH ... mama eagle, 
God, comes and picks us up. In the 
world, they push people upward 
when they are going up. But God lets 
us fall down to get us up. 

Hard times come, but after a couple 
of times I start to pray a little bit more. 
I start to read God's word a little bit 
more. And suddenly I realise that the 

answers to my prayers are coming. 
Hard times always come but I find I'm 
not helpless, no, I see that I can~ 
stand on God's word. What has 
happened? I've learned to ~ea 
wings! I've learned to fly. 

God carries us su 
all our trials, even if we don 
Yea, who can see the wind . Wh 
mama eagle teaches her young 
use their own wings, God 
to believe His word and use 0 

Faith. 

LESSON 2: Eagles Are Made For 
The High Places 

Unlike other birds that fly in the 
lowlands, eagles are made to fly in 
the high places, out of sight of the 
naked human eye and out of range of 
the hunter's rifle. 

God made us to fly in the high places, 
free from the world's control. A tourist 
to the Jurong Bird Park once 
commented that the eagles there 
looked very clean. In reply, the bird­
keeper said: 'When eagles are in 
freedom, they are the cleanest birds. 
But when they are in captivity, they 
are the dirtiest." 

God made us pure and holy to 
conform to the image of His Son. If 
Christians are in captivity, that is, 
subjected to the ways of the world, 
we can be the "dirtiest" of all 
creatures. Unless we "fly" in the high 
places, out of the world's control, and 
according to how God has made us, 
we'll remain the dirtiest of creatures. 

LESSON 3: Eagles Do Not Fly, 
They Soar 





A man who was sleeping 
at night in his cabin when 
suddenly his room filled with 
light and the Savior appeared. The 
Lord told the man he had work for him 
to do, and showed him a large rock in 
front of his cabin. The Lord explained 
that the man was to push against the 
rock with all his might. This the man 
did, day after day. For many years he 
toiled from sun up to sun down, his 
shoulders set sQuarely against the 
cold, massive surface of the unmoving 
rock, pushing with all his might. Each 
night the man returned to his cabin 
sore, and worn out, feeling that his 
whole day had been spent in vain . 

Seeing that the man was showing 
signs of discouragement, Satan 
decided to enter the picture by placing 
thoughts into the man's mind such as: 
"You have been pushing against that 
rock for a long time, and it hasn't 
budged. Why kill yourself over this? 
You are never going to move it." Thus 
giving the man the impression that the 
task was impossible and that he was a 
failure, these thoughts discouraged 
and disheartened the man even more. 

'Why kill myself over this?" he 
thought. "I'll just put in my time, giving 
just the minimum effort and that will be 
good enough." And that he planned to 
do until one day he decided to make it 

a matter of prayer and take his 
troubled thoughts to the Lord. "Lord", 
he said, "I have labored long and hard 
in your service, putting all my strength 
to do that which you have asked. Yet. 
after all this time, I have not even 
budged that rock by half a millimeter. 
What is wrong? Why am I failing?" 

To this the Lord responded 
compassionately, "My friend. when I 
asked you to serve me and you 
accepted, I told you that your task was 
to push against the rock with all your 
strength, which you have done. Never 
once did I mention to you that I 
expected you to move it. Your task 
was to push. And now you come to 
me, with your strength spent, thinking 
that you have failed . But, is that really 
so? Look at yourself. Your arms are 
strong and muscled, your back 
sinewed and brown, your hands are 
callused from constant pressure, and 
your legs have become massive and 
hard. Through opposition you have 
grown much and your abilities now 
surpass that which you used to have. 
Yet you haven't moved the rock. But 
your calling was to be obedient and to 
push and to exercise your faith and 
trust in My wisdom . This you have 
done. I. my friend , will now move the 
rock." 

At times when we hear a word from 
God, we tend to use our own intellect 
to decipher what he wants, when 
actually what God wants is just simple 
obedience and faith in him ... .... By all 
means, exercise the faith that move 
mountains but it is still God who 
moves the mountains 



When AJexander" Graham BelI 
invented the telephone 
in 1876, it did not ring 
off the hook with calls 
from potential backers. 
A fter making a 
demonstration calI, 
President Rutherford Hayes said, 
"That's an amazing invention, but 
who would ever want to use one of 
them?" 

When Thomas Edison invented the 
light bulb, he tried over 
2000 experiments 
before he got it to work. 
A young reporter asked 
him how it felt to fail so 
many times. He said, "I 
never failed once. I invented the light 
bulb. It just happened to be a 2000­
step process." 

In the I 940s, another young inventor 
named Chester Carlson took his idea 
to 20 corporations, including some of 
the biggest in the country. They all 
turned him down. In 1947 - after 
seven long years of rejections! He 
finally got a tiny company in 
Rochester, New York, the Haloid 
Company, to purchase the rights to 
his invention - an electrostatic paper­
copying process. Haloid became 
Xerox Corporation we know today. 

Character cannot be developed in 
ease and quiet. Only through 
experiences of trial and suffering can 

the soul be strengthened, vision 
cleared, ambition inspired and 
success achieved. You gain strength, 
experience and confidence by every 
experience where you really stop to 
look fear in the face .... 

You must do the thing you cannot 
do. And remember, the finest steel 
gets sent through the hottest furnace. 

"A Champion is not one who never 
fails, but one who never quits." 

Editor's note : articles were received 
through e-mail without verification of 
source. It is the lessons taught that are 
sound and deemed fit for publication . 
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my dear." 

Wife to Husband : 'What?! At 2 a.m.?I" i 
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 I 
"Honey," the woman replied sweetly," I'd hadn't left me a fortune?' i"":.:,,,,::

have married you NO MATIER WHO 
, 

LEFT YOU A FORTUNE" 

............................................................... 
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